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1. EXHIBIT A - Religious Holiday Display Survey Results (PDF) 

 
 

 
 
Motion 
 
Motion to adopt a Resolution to continue displaying only secular Village holiday displays on public property 
within the Village of Mundelein. 
 
Comments 
 
On August 28, 2017, the Village Board discussed the issue of whether or not religious symbols should be added 
to the Village’s annual holiday display at the request of a Mundelein resident. The Village Board directed staff 
to receive public comment on the issue throughout the month of September.  Staff created an online survey of 
four (4) questions to assess public opinion on the matter. The survey was launched on August 30, 2017, ended 
on October 2, 2017, and received a total of 373 responses. The majority of residents who participated in the 
survey expressed the opinion that the Village should not incorporate religious symbols as a part of the 
Mundelein's annual holiday display.  
 
Survey Results 
 
Question 1:    “The Village of Mundelein does not currently display any religious symbols on public property, 



and has not done so since 1998. The holiday tree, the centerpiece of the annual holiday tree 
lighting event, is not considered to be a religious symbol by the federal courts. Do you support 
the idea of allowing religious symbols, such as a crèche or menorah (among others), to be 
displayed on public property as part of an annual holiday display?” 

Yes: 166 (45%) 
No: 207 (55%) 
Total Responses: 373  

Question 2:    “Do you support the idea of tax dollars being used to fund the purchase and maintenance of 
religious holiday displays?” 

Yes: 104 (28%) 
No: 264 (72%) 
Total Responses: 368 

Question 3:    “In the spirit of inclusion and respect for other faiths, do you support the Village of Mundelein 
displaying any and all religious symbols in addition to the crèche and menorah?” 

Yes: 165 (45%) 
No: 201 (55%) 
Total Responses: 366 

Question 4:  “Please provide any additional feedback about the issue below, including any comments, 
clarifications, or suggestions you may have.” 

See Exhibit A for open-ended responses. There were a total of 224 long-answer responses received. Of the 224 
long-answer responses, 110 (49%) were generally against the addition of religious symbols on Village property. 
Of the 224 long-answer responses, 67 (30%) were generally in favor of including religious displays on Village 
property. It should be noted that 47 (21%) of long-answer responses were unable to be categorized as either 
for or against the addition of religious displays on Village property due to unrelated, neutral, or unclear 
comments. Additionally, 51 (23%) of the 224 long-answer responses mentioned specifically that tax dollars or 
Village funding should not be used to pay for religious displays. 
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RESOLUTION NO. (ID # 2701) 

VILLAGE HOLIDAY DISPLAYS 
 
 

RESOLUTION TO CONTINUE DISPLAYING ONLY SECULAR VILLAGE HOLIDAY DISPLAYS ON PUBLIC 
PROPERTY WITHIN THE VILLAGE OF MUNDELEIN 

 

 WHEREAS, in November 2016, the Village of Mundelein was contacted by a resident requesting the 

addition of a Menorah to Village’s annual Holiday Tree Lighting event; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor of the Village of Mundelein directed staff to research the issue, including 

Mundelein’s history in dealing with religious displays on Village property in years past; and 

WHEREAS, in December 1987, a suit was filed against the Village of Mundelein in the United States 

District Court for its incorporation of a crèche as part of the annual holiday display, leading to a permanent 

injunction being placed upon the Village; and 

WHEREAS, in November 1989, the Village Board passed Ordinance No. 89-11-57, allowing the Village 

to continue the annual holiday display with the crèche, in response to the United States Seventh Court of 

Appeals reversing the permanent injunction against the Village; and 

WHEREAS, in December 1996, the Village Board passed Ordinance No. 96-12-38, affirming the decision 

to continue the annual holiday display with the crèche, with the addition of a menorah at the request of a 

resident; and 

WHEREAS, in November 1998, the Village Board passed Ordinance No. 98-11-49, which suspended 

Ordinance No. 96-12-38 for the 1998 holiday season, in order to permit a temporary redesigned holiday 

display that did not include a crèche or menorah, on a trial basis; and 

WHEREAS, in October 1999, the Village Board passed Ordinance No. 99-10-57, which suspended 

Ordinance No. 96-12-38 indefinitely, removing the crèche and the menorah from the annual holiday display 

permanently; and 

WHEREAS, since 1998, the Village of Mundelein has displayed only secular symbols as a part of its 



holiday display as the holiday tree, of the Holiday Tree Lighting event, is considered to be a secular symbol by 

the federal courts; and 

WHEREAS, in August 2017, the Village Board reviewed the historical research provided by staff and 

discussed the issue of allowing a menorah and other religious symbols to be incorporated as part of an annual 

holiday display going forward; and 

WHEREAS, the Village Board directed staff to receive public comment, throughout September 2017, 

on the issue of including religious symbols as a part of the Village’s annual holiday display; and 

WHEREAS, staff developed and conducted an online survey to gauge public opinion on the issue which 

received feedback from a total of 373 respondents; and 

WHEREAS, the results of the survey showed that a majority of residents who provided feedback to the 

Village were of the opinion that the Village of Mundelein should not include religious symbols as a part of its 

annual holiday display, attached as EXHIBIT A; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and the Board of Trustees find it to be in the best interest of the Village to 

maintain its policy of displaying only secular holiday displays on public property within Mundelein, as it has 

done for nearly two decades. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the Village of Mundelein, 

Lake County, Illinois that the Village of Mundelein shall continue its tradition of secular holiday displays on 

public property within Mundelein, as it has done since 1998. 

 
 PASSED this 9th day of October 2017 by a roll call vote. 

 
 
 
 
 

PASSED:  October 9, 2017         

APPROVED: October 9, 2017     

 
ATTEST: _________________________________ 

Village Clerk 

________________________________________ 
President 



 


